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Sunday 6 May 
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims 
to continually monitor our local HSC population to 
ensure that they stay around for generations to come. 
If you want to be a part of this mission to rescue and 
study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register at 
https://tinyurl.com/nsshscreg. Time: 7.30 am to 10.30 
am. For enquiries, contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.
com. Bring along cap, shoes/booties, sunblock, repellent 
and drinking water. Washing facilities are not available. 
Details will be emailed to successful registrants one 
week prior to the event. Open to the public. 

Thursday 10 May
Book Talk & Launch of ‘Field Guide to the 
Waterbirds of ASEAN’
Asia supports over 400 species of waterbirds, including 
some of the most distinctive ones. The wetlands of 
Cambodia and Myanmar host the Sarus Crane, the 
world’s tallest bird. Likewise, the swamps of Malaysia 
and Indonesia are home to the most threatened of 
the stork species, the Storm’s Stork. Waterbirds are 
indicators of the state of wetland ecosystems. They 
are regularly monitored under many initiatives, the 
best known being the Asian Waterbird Census. The 
new ‘Field Guide to the Waterbirds of ASEAN’ was 
produced by a team from Seoul National University 
and country experts from ASEAN, to fill the gaps in 
resources for waterbird research and monitoring. 
Wonderfully illustrated by Takashi Taniguchi, this 
book will help build capacity in this area. In this talk, 
contributing author for Singapore Dr Yong Ding Li will 
share about the importance of conserving waterbirds 
and launch the field guide in conjunction with World 
Migratory Bird Day. Join him at 7.30 pm at the NSS 
Office. Please register for the talk at https://tinyurl.
com/y9fgs45m. Only registered participants will receive 
a complimentary copy of the book while stocks last. 
Open to the public.

Sunday 13 May
Butterfly Walk at Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 
With a record of close to a hundred butterfly species, 
Khoo Teck Puat Hospital (KTPH) boasts sightings 
of some of the rarest gems including the Influent 
Royal, Brown Awl, Green Baron and Great Mormon. 
Threatened species like the Common Birdwing and 
Common Rose (Singapore’s National Butterfly) breed 
here. Even the once thought extinct Clipper was found 
here in October 2017. Meet Amy Tsang (HP: 9817- 
5549 or 9748-5465) at the main lobby of KTPH at 9 
am for a three-hour exploration of the butterfly life 
within the lush hospital grounds and at nearby Yishun 
pond. Bring along hat and water. Open to the public. 

Thursday 17 May
Book Talk on ‘Asia’s Wildlife: Journey to the 
Forests of Hope’
Rich in biodiversity, Asia’s tropical forests are also 
amongst the most threatened ecosystems in the world, 
due to logging, plantation agriculture and unregulated 
hunting. Leading wildlife photographers and writers 
Bjorn Olesen and Fanny Lai visited eight of Asia’s 
‘Forest of Hope’ sites in eight countries to document 
the remarkable wildlife and conservation work there. 
In collaboration with BirdLife International partners 
working on the ground, Bjorn and Fanny reveal some 
of the region’s most distinctive species through their 
lenses, including the Red-shanked Douc Langur, the 
Giant Ibis and the Storm’s Stork. Hear them recount 
their photographic odyssey to produce ‘Asia’s Wildlife: 
Journey to the Forests of Hope’. This book aims to 
raise funds for BirdLife International’s Forest of Hope 
programme in Asia and increase awareness for nature 
conservation. The talk will be hosted by Lim Kim Chuah 
and Dr Yong Ding Li from the Bird Group. Time/Venue: 
7.30 pm at the NSS Office. The book will be available 
for sale then. Open to the public. 

Saturday 19 May 
Siloso Coastal Forest Tour 
Many rare plant species grow in the coastal forest at 
Siloso Point, the last accessible natural coastline in 
Sentosa. Join the Plant Group for a three-hour tour of 
the area. We will be walking on uneven stony ground 
and clambering over rock ledges, hence this outing is 
unsuitable for those with mobility issues or children 
below 10 years old. Please wear covered walking shoes, 
and bring along hat, umbrella and drinking water. Meet 
Bian Tan at Siloso Point Bus station at 7.15 am. You 
can take the monorail from Harbour Front to Beach 
Station, followed by Bus A to Siloso Point. We will leave 
promptly at 7.30 am as most of the coastal forest is 
inaccessible except during the lowest tides. Please note 
that there are no toilets along the route. Please register 
with Bian (HP: 9824-8627) on a first come first served 
basis, limited to 16 pax. Members only. 

Saturday 26 May
NSS 64th Annual General Meeting
NSS warmly invites all members to its 64th Annual 
General Meeting, to be held at 10 am at Level 1 
Conference Room of Strathmore Block in Tanglin 
International Centre (352 Tanglin Road). See page 5 for 
details. Members only.

Sunday 27 May
Birdwatching at Gardens by the Bay
The plentiful water features and rich plant life at 
Gardens by the Bay have proven attractive to our local 
birds. Interesting sightings include the Lesser Whistling 
Duck, Red-legged Crake, Stork-billed Kingfisher and 
various sunbirds. Meet Veronica Foo at 7.30 am at Satay 
by the Bay food court. Members only.

 Activities                                                         JUNE

 Activities                                                          MAY

Saturday 2 Jun 
Tampines Eco-Green Nocturnal Walk
Interested to learn about the biodiversity in your own 

backyard? Tampines Eco-Green is a park tucked away 
between Sungei Tampines and Tampines Expressway. 
A night walk here can prove rewarding. Frogs, lizards 
and even some species of harmless snakes can be seen. 



3

NATURE NEWS MAY-JUN 2018

Meet the guides from the Herpetological Society of 
Singapore and the Vertebrate Study Group at the main 
entrance of Tampines Eco-Green. Time: 7 pm to 10 pm. 
Members only.

Saturday 2 Jun
Pesta Ubin: Kayaking at Sungei Jelutong 
As one of the most interesting mangrove rivers in 
Singapore, Sungei Jelutong is a gem in the heart of 
rustic Pulau Ubin. Join the Marine Conservation Group 
for a leisurely guided paddle where our volunteer 
guides will share interesting facts on river flora and 
fauna, the importance of our coastal forests, and what 
we can do to conserve them. This trip is suitable for 
both adults and children (minimum age 8 years old). 
Kids under 13 years old must be accompanied by 
adults. Each scheduled session from 9 am onwards will 
last approximately 1.5 hours including safety briefing. 
Cost: $20 per person to cover equipment rental and 
logistics, with any proceeds to be donated to the 
Marine Conservation Group. The kayak launching 
station is next to Jelutong bridge located about 1 km 
from Ubin Volunteer Hub. Look out for the schedule 
and online registration details at the NSS and Pesta 
Ubin website from May 2018. Open to the public. 

Weekend 2 & 3 Jun
Volunteers Needed: Festival of Biodiversity
The Festival of Biodiversity (https://www.nparks.gov.
sg/festivalofbiodiversity) is back for the seventh year 
to celebrate Singapore's natural heritage. Visitors can 
look forward to a range of interactive workshops and 
exhibitions by various nature groups. Volunteers are 
invited to help at the NSS booth. You will be scheduled 
according to the shift of your preference and be briefed 
prior to the event. For enquiries or to volunteer, contact 
Kerry at kerry@nss.org.sg. Time: 10 am to 10 pm daily. 
Venue: Beside Tampines MRT Station. Open to the public.

Weekend 2 & 3 Jun
Festival of Biodiversity: Plant Walk at Tampines 
Eco-Green
Join the Plant Group on a botanical tour of Tampines 
Eco-Green. Meet at the NSS booth at the Festival 
of Biodiversity located at Tampines MRT open space 
between Tampines One and Tampines Mall. Please 
wear comfortable walking shoes, and bring along hat, 
umbrella and drinking water. Kindly register with Von 
Bing (HP: 8146-8540) for the 2 June walk or Angie (HP: 
9796-0267) for the 3 June walk. Time: 10 am to 11.30 
am on both days. Limited to 20 pax per day on a first 
come first served basis. Open to the public.

Sunday 3 Jun
Horseshoe Crab Rescue & Research Programme 
Horseshoe Crabs (HSC) are in decline globally due 
to habitat loss, poaching and overfishing. NSS aims 
to continually monitor our local HSC population to 
ensure that they stay around for generations to come. 
If you want to be a part of this mission to rescue and 
study the HSC at Mandai Mudflats, please register 
at https://tinyurl.com/nsshscreg (registration is open 
one month prior to the event). Time: 7.30 am to 10 
am. For enquiries, contact Lester at hscrr.nss@gmail.
com. Bring along cap, shoes/booties, sunblock, repellent 
and drinking water. Washing facilities are not available. 
Details will be emailed to successful registrants one 
week prior to the event. Open to the public. 

Friday 8 Jun
Talk & Video Screening: The Untold Story of 
Sungei Tampines (Part 1)
Join NSS member Kwan Hun as he screens and 
discusses part one of his nature documentary 
showcasing a range of animal behaviour at Sungei 
Tampines. From tiny critters like ladybirds, Cotton 
Stainer Bugs, weaver ants and water beetles to larger 
fauna like the Little Egret found at Pasir Ris Park's 
Butterfly and Kitchen Gardens, the video is indeed an 
intimate walk with nature. The discussion will highlight 
how plastic pollution is affecting the area’s wildlife. Time: 
7.30 pm to 9 pm. Venue: NSS office. Open to the public.

Saturday 9 Jun 
Bukit Brown-Central Catchment Nature 
Reserve Ramble
Led by P Pandian and Sutari Supari, come and ramble 
with us from Bukit Brown to Central Catchment 
Nature Reserve, Bukit Kallang, Tree-top Walk and 
ending at Venus Drive. Along the way, we will enjoy the 
morning bird chorus, cacophonic insect calls, fluttering 
butterflies, majestic trees and tranquil water bodies. 
Ramble distance is approximately 12.5 km. Meet at 
Bukit Brown Cemetery’s main gate near Sime Road 
at 8 am. Bring along drinking water, snacks and good 
footwear. Not suitable for children below 12 years old. 
Members only.

Sunday 10 Jun 
Seeking out the Butterflies of Bukit Brown
Join Simon Chan to seek out the butterfly life in and 
around the hills of Bukit Brown. As a Chinese burial 
ground from 1922 to 1973, a good part of Bukit Brown 
has since been taken over by Mother Nature. Mature 
trees, shrubs and tall grasses abound, hosting rare to 
fairly rare butterflies including the Golden Royal, Black 
Veined Tiger, Bamboo Tree Brown and Yamfly. Common 
species seen here include the Malayan Eggfly, Common 
Mormon, Long Brand Bush Brown, Common Five-Ring 
and Chestnut Bob. Time: 9 am to 12 pm. Please register 
with Amy Tsang (HP: 9817-5549). Members only.

Saturday 16 Jun 
Pulau Ubin Nocturnal Walk 
The Vertebrate Study Group is organising a joint night 
walk with the Herpetological Society of Singapore to 
try to spot wildlife such as snakes, mouse deers, wild 
pigs, owls and more at Pulau Ubin. Time: 6.30 pm to 9.30 
pm. Meeting place: Assembly Area (opposite Ubin-HSBC 
Volunteer Hub). Please register at goo.gl/yvwtEo. Limited 
to 60 participants (adults and children above 6 years 
old). Do note that you will have to pay for the bumboat 
ride to and from Pulau Ubin. Bring along drinking water 
and wear covered shoes. Open to the public.

Friday 22 Jun
Talk & Video Screening: The Untold Story of 
Sungei Tampines (Part 2)
Join NSS member Kwan Hun for part two of the screening 
and discussion of his nature documentary focusing 
on the mangroves and seashore of Pasir Ris Park. The 
video showcases a range of animal behaviour ranging 
from herons to monitor lizards, tree-climbing crabs and 
mudskippers. One never-been-filmed-before highlight is 
the migration of the bristle worm. The discussion will focus 
on the practice and consequence of feeding wildlife. Time: 
7.30 pm to 9 pm. Venue: NSS office. Open to the public.
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4D/3N Lombok & Bali Shark Conservation Trip

Join Kathy Xu on a marine conservation responsible 
holiday. Activities include snorkelling in pristine waters, 

beach hopping, mini cliff trekking, as well as nature trail 
and waterfall trekking. You will visit a shark sanctuary for 
an educational tour and have a chance to snorkel with 
sharks. Your participation will aid in shark conservation 
by providing an alternative income to shark fishermen. 
Cost includes accommodation with WiFi and breakfast, 

land transfers, full-day beach hopping and snorkelling boat 
trip with a visit to Pink Beach's pink sand and dramatic 
cliffs, full-day waterfall trek, snacks, drinks, packed lunch 
and snorkelling gear. Cost excludes flights, insurance and 
dinners. For registration or enquiries, email Kathy at 
kathyxtt@gmail.com. Read Kathy's article 'Reality Bites – A 
View to Lessen the Kill' in Nature Watch Jan-Mar 2014 for 
more information. Open to the public.

Dates:    23 to 26 September 2018
Closing Date: 2 September 2018                         

Cost :  $550/$650 per member/non-member
Min:    4 pax

Trips Led by Members
The private trips here are the initiative of members who wish to travel to nature locations with other 
members or like-minded people. Arrangements will be made through a travel agency.

 Activities                                                          JULY
Saturday 14 Jul 
Green Corridor Ramble
Led by P Pandian and Sutari Supari, we will ramble 
along the Green Corridor from Kranji MRT 
station to Upper Bukit Timah’s Rail Mall. Join us to 

enjoy the glorious nature enroute, with bird songs, 
swaying trees, interesting insects, butterflies and 
dragonflies. This 10-km walk will take us through 
former fruit orchards and kampongs. Not suitable 
for children below 12 years old. Meet at 8 am at 
Kranji MRT Station. Members only.

Saturday 23 Jun 
NSS Kids’ Fun with Night Creatures at 
Bukit Batok Nature Park
Nocturnal creatures come alive as soon as they 
feel the protection of darkness. Join us to check 
out the teeming night life at Bukit Batok Nature 
Park where we hope to see colugos, civets, bats, 
owls, nightjars, snakes, frogs, crabs, insects and 
more. Time: 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm. A fee of $2 per 
child (member) or $10 per child (non-member) 
will be collected on the spot. Parents, caregivers 
and older siblings are encouraged to join in at 
no charge. Please register your children (4 to 12 
years old) at http://tinyurl.com/nsskidsevent by 8 
June. Confirmation details will be emailed after 
the closing date. For enquiries, contact Gloria at 
gloria_seow@yahoo.com. Open to the public.

Sunday 24 Jun
Pesta Ubin: Birdwatching at Pulau Ubin
Meet guides from the Bird Group at 7.30 am in 
front of Ubin Jetty next to the big map for a three-
hour walk through the Ubin countryside. We will 
look out for island specialities including the Oriental 
Pied Hornbill, Red Junglefowl, White-rumped Shama 
and the globally-endangered Straw-headed Bulbul. 
Please note that the bumboat ride to Ubin is $3 
per pax in each direction. Contact Lee Ee Ling (HP: 
96935870) at ellee1584@gmail.com to register or 
for more information. Open to the public.

Sunday 24 Jun 
Pesta Ubin: Art in the Park at Pulau Ubin
Join artist Alpana Ahuja for a fun and casual site 
drawing and painting session at Pulau Ubin. Meet 
fellow nature art lovers to observe and capture 
Ubin's landscape and biodiversity in a variety of 
mediums, from paint to ink and pencil. No drawing 
or painting experience is necessary. Time: 8 am to 

10.30 am. Cost: $6 for the ferry ride to and from 
Ubin. Max: 30 pax. Please register at http://tinyurl.
com/sketchubin. Details will be emailed one week 
before the activity. For enquiries, contact Kerry at 
kerry@nss.org.sg. Open to the public.

Sunday 24 Jun
Pesta Ubin: Sensory Trail Plant Walk 
Join the Plant Group on a botanical tour of the 
Sensory Trail in Pulau Ubin. We will meet at the 
Environmental Hub near Ubin Jetty. Time: 10 am to 
11.30 am. Please register with Bian Tan (HP: 9824-
8627). Limited to 20 pax on a first come first 
served basis. Members only.

Sunday 24 Jun
Coastal Clean-up at Kranji Mudflats
Join us in cleaning up Kranji Mudflats to benefit 
the wildlife that thrives there. Designated an 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Area, this stretch of 
coastline is a key habitat for horseshoe crabs and 
an important feeding site for wading birds. Time: 1 
pm to 3 pm. Please register at http://tinyurl.com/
nsscoastalcleanup. For enquiries, contact Bryan at 
nssccu@gmail.com. Details will be emailed to those 
who sign up. Open to the public

Sunday 24 Jun
Volunteers Needed: Ubin Day
Ubin Day brings Pesta Ubin (https://pestaubin2018.
blogspot.sg) to a close after a month of celebrating 
all things Pulau Ubin. Volunteers are invited to 
help out at the NSS booth that will showcase the 
Society’s work. You will be scheduled according to 
the shift of your preference and be briefed prior 
to the event. Time: 9 am to 4 pm. Venue: Pulau 
Ubin Assembly Area. To volunteer or for enquiries, 
please contact Kerry at kerry@nss.org.sg. Open 
to the public.
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Nature Society (Singapore) warmly invites all 
members to the 64th Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) to be held on 26 May 2017 (Saturday) at 
10 am. Please note that the AGM date has since 
been changed from that announced in the first 
AGM Notice circulated in ‘Nature News Feb/Mar 
2018’. The change is due to an alteration in the 
schedule of our President Dr Shawn Lum who 
will be chairing the AGM. As with last year, the 
meeting will be held at the Level 1 Conference 
Room of Strathmore Block at Tanglin International 
Centre (352 Tanglin Road). The Annual Report and 
Financial Statements for 2017 will be posted to 
the NSS website no later than 19 May 2018. 
We look forward to seeing as many members as 
possible at the meeting. This is one of our best 
annual opportunities to renew and reinforce NSS 
family ties in support of preserving and protecting 
Singapore’s biodiversity and natural environment.
Agenda 

1. Minutes of the 63rd Annual General Meeting 
held on 27 May 2017 – Amendments and 
Approval

2. President’s Report – To receive the President’s 
Report, made on behalf of the Executive 
Committee, for the period 1 January to 31 
December 2017

3. Treasurer ’s  Repor t  –  To rece ive  the 
Treasurer’s Report for the period 1 January to 
31 December 2017, including the presentation 
and adoption of the Audited Accounts for the 
same period

4. Committee Reports and Special Interest 
Group Reports – To receive (i) Committee 
Reports and (ii) Special Interest Group 
Reports for the period 1 January to 31 
December 2017

5. Elect the 2018/19 Executive Committee 
members

6. Elect one Finance Advisory Group member 
for the period 2018/19 to 2020/21

7. Appoint the External Auditor of the accounts 
for financial year 2018 

8. Any other business
For item 1, the minutes of last year’s meeting 
was circulated with ‘Nature News Jul/Aug 2017’; 
additional copies will be provided at the AGM. 
For items 2 to 4, the President, Treasurer and 
respective Chairs will table their reports with a 
few selected slides to give an overview of their 
activities. They will then take questions and/or 

facilitate discussions. This should keep the AGM 
as short as in previous years, while providing an 
opportunity for members to ask questions and/or 
air their views.
Quorum
The quorum for the AGM is 60 voting members, 
not counting the outgoing Exco members. If 
there is no quorum at 10 am, the meeting will 
be adjourned until 10.30 am, at which time it will 
commence with whatever number of members 
present.
Post-AGM Programme
Timing  for  the  post -AGM programme i s 
approximate and will depend on when the formal 
AGM proceedings are completed. Appreciation 
Lunch at 12:45 pm – organised for all members 
attending the AGM, in special recognition of both 
members who volunteer their time and services 
throughout the year and of our two terrific 
permanent staff members, Joe and Kerry. Special 
Interest Group, Committee, project, event and 
activity leaders will contact volunteers to invite 
and register them for the lunch. If you do not hear 
from your respective leader, please contact Kerry 
at kerry@nss.org.sg to register your intention to 
attend.
On Sale: NSS Publications & T-Shirts
A selection of NSS publications and t-shirts will be 
on sale before and after the AGM. If there are any 
specific items that you wish to purchase, please 
contact Joe or Kerry in advance so that they will 
bring these items along.
Directions to the AGM Venue
Tanglin International Centre is accessible from 
either Tanglin Road (opposite the Esso station 
between Jervois Road and Margaret Drive) or 
Kay Siang Road (first turning on the left after 
entering from Tanglin Road). Proceed straight up 
the slope opposite the Tanglin Road entrance and 
Strathmore Block is the first low-rise building on 
the right. 
By Public Transport: Buses 32, 111, 122 and 132 
stop outside Tanglin International Centre. Closest 
MRT station is Redhill (15-minute walk or via 
buses 32 or 132); also accessible from Orchard 
MRT (via bus 111 from Orchard Boulevard). 
By Car: There is ample parking, chargeable via 
cash card at $1/half-hour. There is a cash card top-
up station located near the car park of 1 Kay Siang 
Road next door. Alternatively, there is free parking 
along Ridley Park, which requires a 10-minute walk 
along Tanglin Road.

By Peter Connell, Honorary Secretary       

64th Annual General Meeting of NSS: 
2nd Notice & Agenda
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The Singapore Raptor 
R e p o r t  i s  f a i t h f u l l y 
produced every month 
and published on the Bird 
Group’s blog at https://
s i n g a p o re b i r d g ro u p .
w o r d p r e s s . c o m . 
We  h i g h l i g h t  b e l o w 
t h e  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8 
repor t  where b irders 
a n d  p h o t o g r a p h e r s 

contributed their raptor sightings across Singapore at a 
fast and furious pace.
Migrant Raptors
In February 2018, we recorded 81 raptors from 11 
migrant species, with many reports accompanied by 
images. The raptor of the month was undoubtedly 
a vagrant Himalayan Vulture (Gyps himalayensis) 
photographed by Francis Yap at Bukit Timah on 8 
February. On 12 February, two scarce raptors were 
recorded: A Common Buzzard (Buteo buteo) 
captured digitally by Nathan Johnson at Kent Ridge 
Park and a Black Kite (Milvus migrans lineatus) 
photographed by Wang HM at Pulau Ubin. A grey 
morph Oriental Scops Owl (Otus sunia) shot at 
Mimosa Walk by Heather Goessel on 14 February was 
a good surprise.
Nine Jerdon's Bazas (Aviceda jerdoni) continued to 
overwinter in the Lorong Halus area. Three of them 
were spotted at Changi Business Park and one at 
Bishan Park. Of the 28 Black Bazas (Aviceda leuphotes) 
counted in the month, 18 birds were seen at Kranji 
Marshes on the 18 February by Goh Cheng Teng.
A female Chinese Sparrowhawk (Accipiter soloensis) 
has been lingering in the Ang Mo Kio area. We had 

s i n g l e  o c c u r re n c e s  o f 
t h i s  S p a r r o w h a w k  a t 
Punggo l  Promenade  (1 
February), Upper Seletar 
(6 February) and Lorong 
Halus (17 February). There 
were also four Japanese 
Sparrowhawks (Accipiter 
gularis) logged during the 
month: a female at Bukit 
Timah (9 Februar y) , an 
immature at Jelutong Tower 
(21 February), one at Pasir 
Ris Park (23 February) and 
another female at Tampines 
Eco Green (26 February).
Amongst the five Peregrine 

Falcons (Falco peregrinus) seen, one was identified as 
belonging to the ernesti race. It was recorded on 17 
February at Jelutong Tower by Goh Cheng Teng and Lim 
Hong Yao. Four Western Ospreys (Pandion haliaetus) 
and 19 Oriental Honey Buzzards (Pernis ptilorhyncus) 
rounded up the migrant raptors seen for February.
Sedentary Raptors
February was also a good month for the Crested 
Serpent Eagle (Spilornis cheela), with records from 
Pulau Ubin on 4 February, Kent Ridge Park on 8 
February and the long-staying individual at Malcolm 
Park seen on multiple occasions. A good daytime record 

of an Eastern Barn Owl (Tyto delicatula) was obtained 
by Deborah Friets, who photographed the bird at Satay 
by the Bay on 19 February.
We had two breeding records of the Crested 
Goshawk (Accipiter trivirgatus). The first was a pair at 
the Botanic Gardens with a single chick that fledged 
on 4 February. The other pair at Ang Mo Kio had 
an eventful time as their nest with chicks in it was 
blown down by strong winds. Fortunately, ACRES was 
alerted and the babies were returned to their parents. 
These chicks continued to receive care until they 
fledged. Interestingly, a juvenile Crested Goshawk was 
photographed with a freshly-caught young monitor 
lizard (probably a Clouded Monitor) at the Botanic 
Gardens on 3 February.
We had two breeding records of the Buffy Fish Owl 
(Ketupa ketupu). The first was a fledgling at the Botanic 
Gardens sighted late in the month. We recorded 
another fledgling at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve 
together with its parents on 26 February. Other 
sedentary raptors seen included seven Grey-headed 
Fish Eagles (Haliaeetus ichthyaetus), eight Black-
winged Kites (Elanus caeruleus), seven Changeable 
Hawk-Eagles (Nisaetus cirrhatus), as well as the 
common White-bellied Sea Eagles (Haliaeetus 
leucogaster) and Brahminy Kites (Haliastur indus).

Table 1     

No. Migrant 
Raptor

Number 
Seen  No. 

Sedentary 
(Resident) 
Raptor

Number 
Seen

1 Western 
Osprey

4  12 Black-
winged 
Kite

8

2 Jerdon's Baza 13  13 Brahminy 
Kite

5

3 Black Baza 28  14 White-
bellied Sea 
Eagle

7

4 Oriental 
Honey 
Buzzard

19  15 Grey-
headed 
Fish Eagle

7

5 Himalayan 
Vulture

1  16 Crested 
Goshawk

10

6 Chinese 
Sparrowhawk

4  17 Crested 
Serpent 
Eagle

3

7 Japanese 
Sparrowhawk

4  18 Changeable 
Hawk-
Eagle

7

8 Black Kite 1  19 Eastern 
Barn Owl

1

9 Common 
Buzzard

1  20 Buffy Fish 
Owl

6

10 Peregrine 
Falcon

5     

11 Oriental 
Scops Owl

1   Grand 
Total 

135

 Total for 
Migrants

81   

Raptors Galore in February 2018
By Tan Gim Cheong
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The World Parrot Count was initiated eight 
years ago by Michael Braun and Roelant 

Jonker from the parrot researchers’ group 
of the International Ornithological Union. Its 
key objective is to document the status and 
abundance of feral and non-native parrots in 
urban environments globally. Being a part of this 
study provides us an opportunity to also monitor 
native parrot abundance and diversity in Singapore. 
Given that some species such as the non-native 
Red-breasted Parakeet (Psittacula alexandri) have 
increased in abundance, it is timely to identify the 
areas where such species are concentrated.
Coordinated annually by the Bird Group since 
2011, the 8th Parrot Count took place on 24 
February 2018 with 11 sites monitored. This year’s 
total count of 1,770 parrots of nine species was 
much lower than the 2,621 parrots of nine species 
recorded in 2017. Bukit Brown Cemetery was 
the most species rich with six species recorded, 
including an escapee Red Lory (Eos bornea). The 
Long-tailed Parakeet (Psittacula longicauda) proved 
the most numerous with 899 individuals seen, 
making up 50.8% of the total count. However, 
this was still a significant drop from 2017’s 1,521 
individuals, 2016’s 1,837 individuals and 2015’s high 
count of 2,059 individuals. We recorded 738 Red-
breasted Parakeets this year, which formed the 
bulk (41.7%) of the remaining parrots seen. Other 
parrots occurred in small numbers including the 
Tanimbar Corella (Cacatua goffiniana), Coconut 
Lorikeet (Trichoglossus haematodus), Rose-ringed 
Parakeet (Psittacula kramer i), Blue-crowned 
Hanging Parrot (Loriculus galgulus) and Yellow-
crested Cockatoo (Cacatua sulphurea). 
Parrot numbers peaked between 7 pm and 7.30 
pm with 965 parrots counted. The largest parakeet 
flocks mainly returned to their roosts at last light, 
with counters at many sites managing to observe 
the noisy spectacle just before complete darkness.
Of particular interest is the significant decline 
in numbers of Long-tailed Parakeets in 2018’s 
count. Despite similar weather conditions to last 
year with no visible changes to existing sites, the 
large flocks of Long-tailed Parakeets that used to 
stage and roost around Yishun have disappeared. 
While this is a cause for concern, equally unusual 
is the unexpected appearance of large numbers of 
Long-tailed Parakeets at roosting sites in western 
Singapore that traditionally supported only Red-
breasted Parakeets. Counters at Clementi and 

Jurong West reported over a hundred Long-
tailed Parakeets (Jurong West had 462 of these 
parrots) roosting alongside their Red-breasted 
counterparts (see Table 1). 
This is the first time in the count’s eight-year 
history where large flocks of both parakeet 
species are observed roosting together, seemingly 
disproving the hypothesis that urban parakeet 
roosts in Singapore are segregated by species. 
It is unclear whether the decline in Long-tailed 
Parakeet numbers around Yishun and their 
appearance at roosting sites in western Singapore 
are linked. However, it does show that the 
roosting behaviour of Singapore’s urban-adapted 
parakeets are potentially very fluid in a constantly 
changing urban landscape. As such, it would not 
be surprising to find that Yishun’s parakeet flocks 
may have shifted to new staging and roosting sites, 
perhaps in adjacent areas such as Sembawang. 
We hope that birdwatchers continue to report 
parakeet roosts in their neighbourhoods, so that 
a more complete picture of Singapore’s urban 
parakeet population can be obtained and unusual 
observations in roosting ecology documented 
through regular surveys such as this count.
On behalf of the Bird Group, we thank Site 
Leaders: Anuj Jain, Dr Yong Ding Li, Winston 
Chong, Lim Kim Keang, Lee Ee Ling, Jane Rogers, 
Nessie Khoo, Marcel Finlay, Ng Bee Choo, Morten 
Strange, Angus Lamont, and Richard White; as well 
as Assisting Counters: Florence Ipert, Ernest Lee, 
Hui Choo, Alex Lim, Joyce Ang, Heather Pong, 
Kelly Ng, Yen Ting, Carmen Choong, Yanna Graham, 
Lee Whye Guan, and Tang Zhe. Finally, we thank 
Roelant and Michael for inviting us to be a part of 
this study.

By Albert Low & Alan Owyong      
Photo by Shirley Ng

8th Annual Parrot Count 
2018
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Th e  3 1 s t 
F r a se r ’s 

H i l l 
International 
B i r d  R a c e 
took  p l ace 
o v e r  t h e 
weekend of 
3 1  M a r c h 
t o  1  A p r i l 
2 0 1 8 .  W e 

last participated in the 2015 edition where my 
team Piculets (myself, Lim Kim Keang and Tan Ju 
Lin) came in tops with 75 species. The three of us 
decided to join the race again this year, with my 
wife Bee Lan coming along as supporting cast. We 
were pleased to better our record in 2018 with 81 
birds seen, taking home the championship in the 
Advanced Category. 
We flew AirAsia into Kuala Lumpur two days 
earlier on 29 March, where we picked up our 
rental Toyota Innova car. We arrived at our Fraser’s 
Hill accommodation at 2 pm – a nicely furnished 
three-bedroom apartment at Silver Park with 
a living room, kitchen and balcony overlooking 
a valley. For the rest of the afternoon and the 
whole of the next day, we did our recce, birding at 
Hemmant Trail and parts of Bishop’s Trail. We even 
spent an hour observing a Long-tailed Broadbill 
bringing nesting material to her near-completed 
nest that hung from the end of a spiky rattan vine.
After a short opening ceremony on race day, 54 
teams from three categories (School Children, 
Novice and Advanced) were flagged off at 1 pm. 
For the Advanced category, our race was till 12 pm 
the next day. This year’s race had a cardinal change 
to the rules – no forms of motorised vehicles 
were allowed. Teams had to do all birding on foot. 
This essentially meant that planning was of utmost 
importance. Many places would have to be given a 
miss due to their distance from Fraser’s Hill Town 
Centre, our start and end point. For example, 
it would be impractical to bird at the bottom 
portions of the Gap Road or New Road. Walking 
the entire Telecom Loop or trekking all the way 
to Jeriau Waterfall were likely to be poor options. 
Time was of the essence and good returns were 
important for the efforts expended.

The Piculets 
t o o k  t h e 
d e c i s i o n 
t o  w a l k 
Hemmant Trail 
in its entirety, 
starting from 
the trailhead 
n e a r  t h e 
mosque. This 
t u r n e d  o u t 

to be a good move as we emerged on the other 
end near Lady Maxwell Road with 10 species. Lady 
Maxwell Road itself produced six species within 15 
minutes.
We then headed quickly towards the New Road 
to bird our way downhill as far as time and light 
allowed. The New Road is lower in elevation 
compared to the hill station and a different set of 
birds could be expected. We turned in a respectable 
27 species from this stretch. Special birds seen 
here but not easily found higher up included the 
Blue-eared and Brown Barbets, Blue-winged and 
Lesser Green Leafbirds, Little and Grey-breasted 
Spiderhunters, Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike, White-
bellied Erpornis, White-rumped Shama, Sultan Tit, 
Black-and-yellow and Silver-breasted Broadbills, 
Asian Fairy Bluebird as well as Grey-throated 
Babbler. We also encountered migrants like the 
Mugimaki and Asian Brown Flycatchers as well as 
the Yellow-browed Warbler. By the time we reached 
our apartment, it was already nightfall at 7.15 pm. 
Although tired, we were satisfied with our day one 
score of 61 species.
Our day two plan was to visit Hemmant Trail at 
dawn to try for the Lesser Shortwing and Orange-
headed Thrush. Both were seen by Kim Keang 
on Saturday morning before the race proper. We 
arrived at the trailhead at Lady Maxwell Road 
to await first light. At 7.02 am, just opposite the 
trailhead, Ju Lin triumphantly spotted the Orange-
headed Thrush hopping behind Kim Keang.
When the lighting improved, we went into the trail 
proper. Alas, the Lesser Shortwing eluded us and 
we left empty-handed.
After agreeing amongst ourselves that the 
possibility of seeing any new species up at Fraser’s 
Hill was limited, we decided to visit the New 
Road again. We walked downwards for about 1.5 
km, ticking off seven new species including the 
Red-headed Trogon, Buff-necked and Maroon 
Woodpeckers, Black-thighed Falconet, Drongo 
Cuckoo, and Streaked Wren Babbler. We even 
witnessed a Lesser Racquet-tailed Drongo chasing 
a Large Hawk Cuckoo. In front of the Tamil school, 
we added the Red-rumped Swallow and White-

rumped Munia.
Upon gett ing 
back to the top, 
our last-ditch 
effort included 
birding the golf 
course in front 
of the Paddock 
where we had 
scoped views of 
the Paddyfield 
Pipit. Here, the 
Barn Swallow 

Walking to Win: Fraser’s Hill 
International Bird Race 2018

By Alfred Chia    
Photos by Alfred Chia, Tan Bee Lan & Tan Gim Cheong
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and Brown Shrike put in a late display for us. With 
some time left, we visited the Singapore House in 
the hopes of locating a Blue Whistling Thrush but it 
was nowhere to be found. We heard a forktail along 
the stream but it refused to show. All was not lost 
as a Blue Nuthatch emerged at 11.02 am, followed 
by a confiding Lesser Shortwing – our 81st and last 
bird for the race. It certainly made up for missing 
this bird at Hemmant Trail in the morning. We even 
enjoyed our second Streaked Wren Babbler. It 
perched on an exposed branch and sang for a full 
four minutes, taunting all three of us as we were 
camera-less. We then made our way back to the end 
point at the Town Centre.
We felt honoured to be crowned champions in the 
Advanced Category with 81 birds seen. However, it 
was regrettable that the number of species seen by 
the various winning teams were not announced. We 
hope that future races can remedy this. In all, it was 
a short but fun birding trip for us. Due to the new 
ruling, we walked a lot more than in previous races. 
It felt good to get a thorough workout. If my Health 
app could be trusted, we walked a staggering 47,540 
steps over the two race days, equivalent to some 36 
kilometres.
Appreciations are in order for the organisers: 
Pahang Tourism, Malaysian Nature Society and 
Fraser’s Hill Development Corporation. We also 
thank all who were involved for their hospitality, 
care and friendship. Till the next race!

Birds Seen by Team Piculets (Recorded in 
Sequence)
No. Species No. Species
1 Pacific Swallow 12 Chestnut-capped 

Laughingthrush
2 White-bellied 

(Glossy) Swiftlet
13 Large Niltava

3 Large-billed Crow 14 Mountain Bulbul
4 Long-tailed Sibia 15 Buff-bellied 

Flowerpecker
5 House Swift 16 Fire-tufted Barbet
6 Little Cuckoo Dove 17 Blyth's Shrike-babbler
7 Oriental Magpie 

Robin
18 Golden Babbler

8 Silver-eared Mesia 19 Streaked 
Spiderhunter

9 Common Tailorbird 20 Rufous-browed 
Flycatcher

10 Mountain Fulvetta 21 Blue-winged Minla
11 Lesser Racquet-tailed 

Drongo
22 Black-throated 

Sunbird

Have an old but functional pair of binoculars? Donate them to us! With 
the pilot stage of the ‘Every Singaporean A Naturalist’ programme 
successfully concluded, we are now ready for its full roll-out with all six 
pilot schools and five new schools onboard. For us to better support 
the learning journey and wildlife monitoring efforts of the students 
participating in this programme, we need more binoculars. If you are 
keen to donate your binoculars towards the programme, please drop 
us an email at esn@nss.org.sg to arrange for a pick-up. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

Binoculars 
Needed!

No. Species No. Species
23 Little Pied Flycatcher 53 Brown Barbet
24 Black-browed Barbet 54 Pin-striped Tit-babbler
25 Orange-bellied 

Leafbird
55 Dark-necked 

Tailorbird
26 Greater Yellownape 56 Grey-breasted 

Spiderhunter
27 Long-tailed Broadbill 57 Grey-throated 

Babbler
28 Buff-breasted Babbler 58 Ochraceous Bulbul
29 Green Magpie 59 Silver-breasted 

Broadbill
30 Mountain Tailorbird 60 Yellow-browed 

Warbler
31 White-throated Fantail 61 Yellow-bellied Prinia
32 Black-crested Bulbul 62 Orange-headed Thrush
33 Yellow-vented Bulbul 63 Black-and-crimson 

Oriole
34 Verditer Flycatcher 64 Black-eared Shrike-

babbler
35 Blue-winged Leafbird 65 Lesser Yellownape
36 Blue-eared Barbet 66 Stripe-throated Bulbul
37 Bar-winged Flycatcher-

shrike
67 Red-headed Trogon

38 Grey-chinned Minivet 68 Buff-necked 
Woodpecker

39 Asian Brown 
Flycatcher

69 Maroon Woodpecker

40 Mountain Imperial 
Pigeon

70 Black-thighed Falconet

41 Little Spiderhunter 71 Asian Drongo Cuckoo
42 White-bellied Erpornis 72 Streaked Wren 

Babbler
43 Yellow-bellied Warbler 73 Large Hawk Cuckoo
44 White-rumped Shama 74 Red-rumped Swallow
45 Sultan Tit 75 White-rumped Munia
46 Everett's White-eye 76 Malaysian 

Cuckooshrike
47 Mugimaki Flycatcher 77 Barn Swallow
48 Orange-bellied 

Flowerpecker
78 Paddyfield Pipit

49 Lesser Green Leafbird 79 Brown Shrike
50 Black-and-yellow 

Broadbill
80 Blue Nuthatch

51 Asian Fairy Bluebird 81 Lesser Shortwing
52 Oriental Honey 

Buzzard
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Sunge i 
Buloh 

h a s 
become 

a place to see more than just birds. In our morning 
jaunt on 28 January 2018 led by 15-year old Raghav 
Narayanswamy, many of the wetland’s denizens and 
stopover migrants presented themselves in quick 
succession. 
At the Main Bridge, the white plumage of Little 
and Intermediate Egrets (Egretta garzetta and Ardea 
intermedia) stood out even from afar. They clustered 
in small mixed flocks in distant mangrove trees. 
A solitary White-breasted Waterhen (Amaurornis 
phoenicurus) foraged noiselessly along the water 
edge. Then a parent spotted what had been lying in 
plain sight all along – a baby Saltwater Crocodile 
(Crocodylus porosus) sunning itself on a rock. Kids 
were mightily roused, taking turns to gawk at the 
half-metre long juvenile through the scope. More 
significantly, this sighting likely indicates that the 
crocodiles of Sungei Buloh are breeding, a good sign 
surely.
Next up, we visited the Main Hide. Here, we enjoyed 
the traditional spread of migratory waders present 
in good numbers on the mudflats. Raghav pointed 
out the Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus), Common 
Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) and Common Sandpiper 
(Actitis hypoleucos). We heard the familiar calls of the 
Common Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) and Asian Koel 
(Eudynamys scolopaceus). We even had two Long-tailed 
Macaques (Macaca fascicularis) parading up and down 
the nearest bund, perhaps hunting for crabs that 
make up part of their diet. Right on cue, Auntie Gloria 
spotted a couple of Tree-Climbing Crabs (Episesarma 
spp) clinging onto the mangrove trees next to the 
Main Hide.
Our attention turned to the Saltwater Crocodiles 
once again. One was found submerged in the 
brackish water about five metres from us, with only 
its eyes and nostrils showing. Another displayed itself 
in full glory – a sub-adult with powerful-looking 
jaws and tail – parked on an elevated bank about 
25 metres from the sluice gate nearest the Main 

Hide. Three 
crocodiles 
all located 
w i t h i n  a 
5 0 - m e t r e 
radius was 
i n d e e d 
more than 
w e  c o u l d 
ask for.
We  t h e n 
proceeded 
in the direction of the wooden platform overlooking 
the Johor Straits. Kids were great at finding for 
themselves the highly-visible Golden Orb-web 
Spider (Nephila pilipes) and Kerengga Ants (Oecophylla 
smaragdina) swarming and devouring a dead beetle. 
Along the way, Auntie Gloria detected some motion 
along the water edge which turned out to be a most 
charming and confiding Common Emerald Dove 
(Chalcophaps indica). This bird is rather uncommon 
as it inhabits both mangrove and forest habitats. 
Typically, most birds are either found in the forest or 
mangrove but hardly in both. We followed this pretty 
ground dove as it foraged briskly amongst the aerial 
roots, moving parallel to our path. 
At the platform, we added one of Singapore’s biggest 
birds – the Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) – to our 
growing list. Distressingly, we also saw the rapid 
progress of the build-up of Danga Bay, a massive 
high-rise condominium on the Malaysian side of the 
Johor Straits. There were also a number of floating 
fish farms in this stretch of sea. 
Then one parent reported that she had found a 
Shore Pit Viper (Cryptelytrops purpureomaculatus) 
some d i s tance away. We 
were chuffed to relocate 
the pièce de résistance of 
our trip – a one-metre long 
black beauty coiled around a 
mangrove trunk in a classic 
viper ambush position – head 
faced downwards ready to 
strike any prey that comes 
by. Be fo re  we  s a i d  ou r 
goodbyes, Uncle Timothy 
and Auntie Lena showed 
us Sungei Buloh’s friendly 
Lesser Dog-faced Fruit Bat 
(Cynopterus brachyotis) colony. 
We were pleased to count 47 
individuals. Many of these bats 
could be seen nursing grown 
bab ie s  warmly  wrapped 
within each mama’s wings.
Our star find was a Shore Pit 
Viper in  ambush position.

NSS Kids’ Fun with Nature 
at Sungei Buloh

By Gloria Seow, Education Committee 
Vice Chairperson 
Photos by Gloria Seow & Timothy Pwee
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 Announcements
NSS Welcomes Donations 
I f  you believe in the importance of nature 
appreciation and conservation in Singapore, help 
us keep our work going with a donation to NSS. 
As we are a registered Charity and an Institution 
of Public Character, your donation will qualify for 
tax deduction, which will be automatically reflected 
in your income tax assessment. Please make your 
cheques payable to ‘Nature Society (Singapore)’. 
For tax exemption purpose, please write your full 
name, contact number and NRIC/FIN number at 
the back of your cheque. We look forward to your 
financial support.
Wanted: Used Stamps for the NSS Stamp 
Fund
The Stamp Fund is boosted by members and 
friends who collect and send us used postage 
stamps. These are then sold to an overseas dealer 
once or twice a year. Simply cut out the stamps 
from the envelope without cutting into their edges. 
No need to soak the stamps off the envelope 
paper. Keep sending your stamps to the NSS office 
in an envelope marked "Stamp Fund"! Our grateful 
thanks to all contributors. The NSS Stamp Fund 
now stands at $23,619.95.
NSS Nature Forum
The NSS Nature Forum, found at http://www.
nss.org.sg/forum/, is a virtual gathering place that 
serves to facilitate discussions on a whole range 
of nature-related topics. You can share photos and 
ideas, ask questions and forge friendships with 
fellow nature lovers. The forum is open to both 
members and non-members. Register now for a 
free account! 
New Members: Join us in our Special 
Interest Group & Other Activities 
All members are welcome to participate in any of 
our listed activities. Most events do not require 
prior registration. Simply turn up at the appointed 
time and place, and you will be off to discover and 
learn about Singapore’s natural offerings. Do not be 
nervous about your lack of nature knowledge. Just 
let your trip leader(s) know that you are new and 
he/she/they will gladly guide you. 
NSS Membership Benefits 
Show your NSS membership card to enjoy 
discounts! Please contact us if your business is 
interested in offering NSS Membership Benefits. 
1)  Pharmaplus
Tel: 6887-3456. www.pharmaplus.com.sg
* Up to 10% discount for online purchases. 
Contributions for Nature News
Please send in your contributions for the Jul/Aug 
2018 issue by 5 June 2018. Email them to gloria_
seow@yahoo.com. All original photos should be 
in JPEG format with a minimum size of 1 MB. The 
Editorial Committee reserves the right to select 
and edit appropriate contributions for use. 
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